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H
andout 1—

T
he Law

 on Stops and A
rrests 

D
irections: D

iscuss each police action, then develop a real life exam
ple for each police action and w

rite it in the 
exam

ple colum
n. 
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P
olice action 

W
hat is it? 

W
hen can police do it? 

E
xam

ple 

C
onsensual 

conversation 

A
n officer and an 

individual talk. The 
individual is free to 
leave at any tim

e. 

A
n officer can do this at any tim

e.  
 

Stop and question 
(also know

n as an 
investigative 
detention) 

A
 brief question-and-

answ
er period, 

during w
hich no 

charges are m
ade. A

 
person is not free to 
leave at any tim

e. 

If a police officer, based on his/her experience, has 
a reasonable suspicion that a person is involved in 
a crim

e that is taking place or being planned, then 
the officer can stop that person to ask for 
identification (in som

e states) and an explanation 
of the suspicious activity.  Reasonable suspicion is 
m

ore than a hunch and is based on specific details 
or reasons.  

 

A
rrest 

A
 person suspected 

of a crim
e is taken 

into custody. A
 

person is not free to 
go and m

ust rem
ain 

w
ith the police. 

Police officers need probable cause to m
ake an 

arrest. Probable cause is the reasonable belief that 
a person has com

m
itted a crim

e. In som
e cases, 

prior to arrest, officers m
ust request an arrest 

w
arrant from

 a judge, w
ho w

ill determ
ine if there 

is probable cause to believe a person nam
ed has 

com
m

itted a crim
e.   

 

C
ustodial 

interrogation 

A
 person is not free 

to leave and the 
police are 
questioning him

 or 
her. 

Before a custodial interrogation by the police, the 
person being questioned m

ust be read his or her 
M

iranda W
arning.* If the police do not do this, 

then any answ
ers the person gives to the 

questions cannot be used during the trial. 

 

* M
any people m

istakenly think the police are required to give a M
iranda W

arning as a part of every law
ful arrest. A law

ful arrest requires probable cause, 
not a M

iranda W
arning. If the police do not read the M

iranda W
arning, it does not m

ean the police cannot use any statem
ents a person m

akes. It just 
m

eans they cannot be used during the trial. The police can use the statem
ents during pre-trial proceedings or for investigation into the crim

e. 



 

© 2015 Street Law, Inc.  Page 1 of 1 

Handout 2A—The Stop 

You and your partner are the police officers on duty at the school winter dance. 
All of a sudden, you hear a female voice shouting, “Stop them! Stop them! They 
have my purse!” and pointing toward the far side of the gym. You see two males 
running toward that direction. You take off after them but lose sight of them for a 
few seconds. Then you think you see the same two males emerge from a crowd 
of people. When you get within shouting distance, you call, “Stop, don’t move!” 
The males stop right away. 

By this time your partner has caught up. You tell the two males, “Lean against the 
wall and spread your feet.” Then you frisk (pat down) their clothing for 
instruments or weapons that could cause injury. The frisk reveals no weapons and 
no purse. You and your partner then ask each person his name, age, address, 
phone number, and where he had been. 

1. Do you think you had the right to stop these two males? Did you have a right 
to question them? 

2. Should the suspects have stopped when ordered to do so by you? Why or 
why not? 

3. Should the suspects give you their correct names, ages, phone numbers and 
addresses? Should they answer questions? Why or why not? 

4. Were you and your partner within your rights to frisk the suspects?
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Handout 2B—The Arrest 

The two males give you their correct names, ages and addresses. They are John, 
who is 16-years-old, and Kevin, who is 15-years-old.  

They do not tell you why they were running. However, the woman identifies John 
as the person who snatched her purse and Kevin as the person who distracted 
her. You inform John and Kevin that they are under arrest. Since you do not plan 
to ask any more questions, you do not read John and Kevin the Miranda Warning. 
Then you transport them to the police station. 

 

5. Can you legally arrest John and Kevin? Why or why not? 

6. Did you do anything illegal by not reading John and Kevin the Miranda Warning 

at the time of their arrest? 
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Handout 2C—The Police Station 

John and Kevin are searched for weapons and evidence. A police squad car arrives 
at the scene to take John and Kevin to the station. 

They are fingerprinted and photographed. In addition, all of their money and 
personal possessions are taken and inventoried. The police give them a receipt 
and ask them to sign it. They do so. Next, the police ask John and Kevin the 
names and telephone numbers of their parents so the police can contact them. 
The police officers do not try to question them since their parents are not there. 

Once the arrest procedure is completed and their parents arrive, the police must 
decide whether to release John and Kevin to their parents or detain them. 


